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Heavy rain and flooding

hit life in four southern =
districts of Tamil Nadu
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Thoothukudi, Tirunelveli, Tenkasi and Kanniyakumai bore the brunt of rain; many flights

were cancelled or diverted. Holiday declared for educational institutions in Thoothukudi today

The Hindu Bureau
THOOTHUKUDI

ormal iife was hitin
N the southern dis-
tricts of Thoothuku-

di, Tirunelveli, Tenkasi and
Kanniyakumari as heavy
rain lashed the region on
Sunday.

Barring the early morn-
ing flight from Chennai to
Thoothukudi, which ar-
rived at 7.25 a.m. and re-
turned, all other flights
from Chennai were either
diverted to Madurai or can-
celled, officials said. The 11.
55 a.m. flight from Chennai
was diverted to Madurai,
while the 4 p.m. flight from
Chennai was cancelled.
The 2.05 p.m. flight from
Bengaluru returned, offi-
cials added.

In Tirunelveli, rainwater
entered the Government
Medical College and Hospi-
tal premises, officials said,
adding that many low-lying
areas were inundated.

Bus stand, railway sta-
tions and uzhavar sandhais
in these districts were in-
undated. In Kanniyakuma-
ri, AIADMK MLA Thalavai
N. Sundaram and his team,
who were travelling on the
highway, rescued a group
of “Ayyavazhi” pilgrims,
from Tenkasi district, who
were caught in a flood near
Kalluvilai. The pilgrims

were helped in getting out
of a passenger van, and the
vehicle was pulled to safe-
ty. He also visited the Tsu-
nami fishermen colony in
Kanniyakumari and
helped the needy, a press
release said.

Following heavy rain-
fall, Courtallam waterfalls
was closed to tourists.

As a precautionary mea-
sure, all educational insti-
tutions in Thoothukudi dis-
trict would remain closed
on Monday. Collector G.
Lakshmipathi, in a press
release, has announced
this following forecast of
moderate to heavy rainfall
by the India Meteorologi-
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Rain woes: Most suburban areas in Thoothukudi district were affected by the downpour. N. RAJ

cal Department (IMD). Ex-
aminations scheduled for
Monday shall be conduct-
ed another day, the release
added.

Most suburban loca-
tions in Thoothukudi dis-
trict were affected by the
rain. Sattankulam record-
ed 258 mm of rainfall in the
last 24 hours, while Srivai-
kuntam received 200 mm
and Tiruchendur recorded
121 mm.

Though the district ad-
ministration had opened
close to 100 relief centres,
public were experiencing
difficulties in reaching the
camps. At least 20 people
from Anna Nagar in Sattan-
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kulam were rescued and
taken to the nearest relief
centre, officials said.

Meanwhile, Chief Minis-
ter MK, Stalin has deputed
Ministers and senior IAS of-
ficers to monitor the flood
situation and relief works
in the four districts.

Virtual meeting

An official release said
Chief Secretary Shiv Das
Meena held a virtual meet-
ing with Collectors of these
districts and urged them to
take all steps to avoid dam-
age and loss. Fishermen in
these districts have been
asked not to venture into
the sea for fishing.
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BATTERED: People rescue an elderly man from g flooded area in Kanyakumari district on Sunday. IMD
issued a red alert in Kanyakumari, Tirunelveli, Tuticorin and Tenkasi districts till 8.30am on Monday

Incessant rain brings life to a
standstill in four TN districts

Madurai: Very heavy rainun-  39.5cmand35cmrainfall while  nasamdams inKanyakumari.
der the influence of a cyclonic ~ Sathankulam in Tuticorin re- Roads were submerged in
circulation lashed the four ceived 30 cm by Sunday night.  Tirunelvelicity and the district
southerndistrictsof Tirunelve- Low-lying areas of Tirunelveli  bringing bus transport to a
li, Tenkasi, Tuticorin and Ka- and Tuticorin districts were standstill.
nyakumari on Saturday and flooded. With the Thamirabara- The CM has despatched
Sunday throwing life out of  niriver inspate, chief minister ministers to oversee relief and
gear and flooding many areas, M K Stalin directed authorities  rescue work. No loss of lives
especially in Tirunelveli and toreleasesurpluswaterintothe — were reported at the time of go-
Nagercoil. Kannadian channel. Surplus ing to press but there were in-
Moolaikaraipatti and Man-  water isbeingreleasedfromPe-  stances of house collapses and

'{3% jolai in Tirunelveli recorded chiparai, Perunjani and Papa- treesfallingintheregion.P7
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~ experts said.

) tremely

~ isolated places 24 homs in

of 1nternat10nal practlces '
‘also don’t specify amount
- [of rain] ‘and prefer only
-~ rainfall probabﬂlty range,” -
he said.
_ A weak weather system
- like an upper- air circula-
tion is not expected to
bring such  enormous
‘amounts of rain during
~ portheast monsoon. ‘Multi-
~ple factors. helped the
slow-moving weather dis-
turbance that remained
' stagnant pear Comorin
-~ area bring torrenual down:
_pour over “southern dis-
tricts, It moved at a speed
ot 4 km from Sri Lanka to
Comorm area Besides
§ _-‘good moisture mﬂux low-
~ er level convergence of
. " winds, divergence at uppet
\ther: e level and equatorial Rossby
'S, Ba _achandran, Addltlon . waves that moved in the re
fal Director General of Me- gion. also. aided the ex
. teorology,. Chennai, said  treme weather event.
“the RMC gave forecasts in © «with dimate change,
_ ramfall range and red- €O ~ we have to prepare for
; Arni ; ! such extreme rdmta]‘
. events,” he said.
' Tamil Nadu’s rain defici
i chang,ed to 5% excess ovel
night. The RMC has fore
cast heavy rain to continu
: in Kanniyakumari, Tirune
- of the. weather phenome-' veli, Thoothukudi and Te:
non dlld science. Ma]orlty' ~ kasion rluesday

T

CHENNAL

Freak weather dumped wi-'
despread extremely heavy
rain in 39 places in south
ern districts, the highest
being 95 cm in Kayalpatti-
nam in ’I‘hooﬂ1ukud1 dis-
trict. An upper air. c:rcula—

rain in 24 hours is rare in
the region, meteowlogy,ﬁ
lee a
While there were ques— cuty on Monday" N, RAJESH =
“tions raised on msufhaent P A gyt Nl el 5
forewarning about ex ing 95 ¢m oL.x: rainfall, Tiru-- at,
eawlmfau :
.0

cials of the Regto,n :
orologlcal Centre -.‘(RMC) ]
said they had wamecl of
the: probablhty ery h

vy rain since December 14.
The forecast was upgraded o3l
1o extremely heavy rain
(which 1s above 21 cm) 11 S

advance, il
Sull, southgm gh,stncts,
arly '[jrunelvel

predlctlons i ik
Besxdes I(ayalpattmam, !
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' The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment on Monday said. it
had sought help from the
‘armed forces in the relief
and rescue efforts that
were under way. in. full
swing in the four southern
' districts that had been bat-
tered by extremely heavy
‘rainfall.
| Addressing the ‘media,
| Chief Secretary Shiv Das
Meena said that a total of 17
| State Disaster Response
| Force (SDRF) and National
‘['Disaster Response  Force
i (N DRE) teamis were. worl-
Jing | in Tirunelveli ' and
“Thoothukudi, which were

| the * worst-affected dis-

'i" tricts. More teams would
i be deployed soon, he said.
' Mr. Meena said that

l though the Regional Mete-

torological  Centre. had
i predicted extremely heavy
! rainfall — over 2l.cm — in
some areas, over 40 cm of
rainfall was recorded in
many places across south-
ern Tamil Nadu, which was
unprecedented.

! Burst of rain

For instance, Kayalpatti-
nam in Thoothukudi re-
corded 94.6 cm of rainfall
in 24 hours - the amount it
' normally receives in a year.

He said once the rain

' sto'ppecl, the government
L expected the water 1o

il e

as south T.N.,ree_l

drain faster in Tirunelveli -

Rescue efforts under way in full swing,
s under record rain { 7

4
\
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The sbuthe'rn_distriéts of Tamil Nadu bo're o

brunt of a freak weather incident as anupperair.
circulation dumped mind-boggling amounts of rain

at 39 places in 24 hours

24-hour rainfall vs. expected rainfall
{4 Rainfallin 24 hours between Dec 17.8.30a.m. to

Dec 18 8.30 a.m. (in cmiyre

values outside the bars - Normé_l rainfal

_northeast monsooninayear .
Tirunelveli ._"
Thoothukudi

Tenkasi

» Over the colirse of one day, Thoothukudiand =
: 82,59% and 76.2% of the :
" total normal rainfall they;should have received in these

Tirunelveli districts recejved 82,5

79 days respectively

l_exp_e_c.ted dl-Jring y

M

- Manjolai |

e Kovipon T

Places that received over 40 cm of rainfall
%24 Tirunetveli Wl Thoothukudi

Kayalpattinam

Tiruchendur SRR

Srivaikuntam

| Moolakkaraipatti

- 'Naalumukky EEEEITEIS
Palayarﬁko&ai i AA2
Ambasamudram W}m
, Cheranmahadevi JIEE:
Kannadiyan Anaikattu e

M

= 13 places in these districts recorded over 40
cm of rainfalliin the 24-hour period between
. 'December 17.and 18 : '

Ry S__ix_S.tgte'Di_slaster\Respo‘n_se_FO[_c_ve and four:
 National Disaster Response Force teams Were -
~involved in rescue effortsin Tirunelveli district -

P

Thoothiikudi district

» 3 SDREANd 4 NDRE | |
teams .Ii.i,.re'["é_‘-;epl.oyed in

= 9705 pefsqhé were
J accommedated.in relief camps
[ asof Monday

due to its natural gradient. -

It could, however, take
more time in Thoothukudi,

which does not have that

advantage.. 00

. Chief Minister M.K. Sta-
lin, who wasin Coimbatore
on Monday, conducted a
review meeting online with
Tirunelveli, Thoothukudi,
Kanniyakumari, and Ten-

kasi - Collectors to take

stock of the situation. After
reaching Delhi in the ever-
ing, he held another re:
view nmeeting.

Apart from the senior

* bureaucrats and Ministers .

already deputed to these

. districts, he said four more.

- L zr e e

- 9445869848
- WhatsApp.
AR

Ministers would be sent
there to expedite relief and

. rescue operations. Minis-
“ters EV. Velu, Udhayanidhi
'~ Stalin, R.S. Rajakannappan
" and P4 Moorthy will join

the efforts.

The Health Department

has deputed 190 Mobile
Medical Units to take up
post-flood disease preven-
tion/control activities.

‘Helpline numbers
Th@govemment.-said peo:

ple in the affected districts

~could contact the helpline

numbers ' 8148539914 and
~ through

!

L

Source; india Meteorological Departme'n.t for district-wise rainfall, State Disaster Managem.ent Authority for other figure

They can also comntact
the toll-free numbers 1070,
1077, 0462 - 2501012 (Tiru-
nelveli) and 0461 - 2340101
(Thoothukudi). Those with
access to Twitter could
reach out to the handles’
@tn rescuerelief and
@tnsdma. Those who wish

- to donate relief materials

can contact 7397766651 on
WhatsApp.

The government has ex-
tended the deadline for
paying electricity bill to Ja-
nuary 2, in these districts.

All types of consumers
can pay. as per the revised
deadline without any pe-
nalty, a press release said.
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_l ‘had cau_sed widespread de-
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 Tuesday urging him to de
Clare Cyclone Mlchaung,
and the torrential down-

al calamlty
nlster on the cyclone that,

1 in Chennai ancl:

and the: measures underta

; ken by the State govern-

~ment on a war footing.
Statmg that UDIOII Defence
Munster Rajnath Smgh and

to release an 1nter1m rehef
of ¥7,033 crore and a per-
mancnt rehe1 of %12 1659
crore soon, a release said.
The " relief  amount

ment would be used to car-
ry out various works, in-
: cludlng repalrlng of roads,
b11dges schog bUlldll’lgS,

ik transformers

pubhc 1nfrastructure ki

Mr Stahn further ela (

Chlef Minister M. I( Stahn
Hir presented a Inernorandum_ -
|/ to ‘Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi in New Delhi on

pour in the southern dis- _'
 tricts of the State as nation-

He bnefed the Pr1me Ml |

ItS surroundlng dlStrlCtS 1 -SPECIALARRANGEMENT’ 2 &V

‘the Central tearn had visit-
ed Chennai earlier thlS
month he urged Mr. Modi

3 Temp01 ary repair
sought by the State govern-

hospltals” E-" 511dlstr1cts ?;lﬁj '_
lr ' Member of- Parharnentu iy
overhead tanks and otherﬂ}' ’"T RHB 'alu was present dur-

N \\‘2'\L />

ra_ted,--- on the Anc.é.ssan..t

. downpour in the southern
~ districts during December
17and December 18, wh1ch
brought the hves of lakhs
of people to standstlll

A
il J ey 1 g

* He also sought that 22 OOO

crore from the PM’s Na-
~ tional Relief Fund be re-
leased nnmedlately for
.tempmary repair . v\{orlcs ]
~and ‘helping people who
‘had lost their livelihoodsin -
Tlrunelvell Thoothukudi,
I(annlyakumarl and Tenka- !

i g e i e,
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" ‘ni Nagar ‘are, the most affect- i cludmgMadukaral Nanalka-

tied SVTil1E Wednesday, evenlng, j du, Arampannal and "Padur _
* water level till the ground * galyur were cut off, Villages' " private colleges and traders

i'floor of houses was observed . like “Athur; Kurumbur and - association are pitching in: to;
' lin'Muthammal colony P&T Arumuganerl on the road be- “helptheresidents. MSAGna-J

: c1ty was. down and the 1nter

THE TIMES OF INDIA, CHENNAI"

P P AR | g LR B

Tutlcorm :
normalcy'

areas were st111 Waterlog
Many vﬂlages on the Tirunel-
wveli- Tutlcorln hlghway and
Tuticorin- Tlruchendur high- K 1
‘way remained cut offy, ‘three rbngde the main connectmg pomt between Tlrunelvell and Tutlcorm
days after roads were Washed A3 SRR o T G T i
away in the torrentialrain, < ‘ing Tuticorin Government_ y roads Patlents were moved to!
* Residential ‘areas in the ~ Hospital, railway station and. theﬁrstﬂoor whlleafew who
city including Bryant Nagar . bus stand remain ﬂooded Ap-  were critical were. shifted to'
P&T colony, CEG Nagar, SBI proach roads to v1]lages on Tlrunelveh government hos!
colony, Golden Puram, S M. the 3 T1rune1ve11 Tutlcorm ~pital. R o T

Puram, Muthammal‘ colony ; hlghway are completely dam-' As the corporatlon and*
PushpaNagarandMasﬂama— . aged and’ many. v1]1ages in- ' state government officials
¥ struggle to supply food and es- 1

'r"k-carned out in Anth niyarpuram

Nagar and CEG. Nagar.: Mo-'  tween' Tuticorin and Tiru- naselvam secretary of asso-
bile connectivityin the whole chendurwere cutoff fromthe;.-. 01at10n 1n Tutlcorm said.

“main’ roadn,as connectmg
wer

?nﬂ

A i T

A so_ prov1ded necessary. 's{lp:
port to families stuck in res1—

dent1a1 areas, 3 he added




